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We saw our planet from space for the first 
time. From Space, we saw a small and 
fragile ball dominated not by human 

activity and edifice but by a pattern of 
clouds, oceans, greenery and soils – 

Astronaut Ulf Merbold  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Only Home for Our Children's Children's         Children's…..  

Our Only Home 



Our Only Home 



Some Life Systems of  
our Mother Earth 

• Biosphere 





c 

Global Environmentalism Begins 

1962: Rachel Carson and 'Silent Spring 



Global Environmentalism Continues 
1972: UN World Conference of Human 
Environment (Stockholm) 
1974 : EPSM Established 
1983: UN World Commission on Environment 
and Development appointed chaired by Gro 
Harlem Brundtland 
1987: Report of World Commission 
‘OUR COMMON  
FUTURE’  
presented to  
UN 



…..Further Continues…… 

• 1992: UN Conference on Environment and 
Development, UNCED (Rio) 

 

•  2002: UN World Summit on Sustainable 
Development, WSSD (Johannesburg) 

 

• 2012: UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development, UNCSD (Rio) 



'Our Common Future’  
Definition of 

  

Sustainable Development 
 

 

...development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own 
needs. 

 



Sustainable Development 



Sustainable Development 

 



The Rio Declaration 

• ... establishing a new and equitable 
global partnership through the 
creation of new levels of cooperation 
among States, key sectors of societies 
and people, 

• Working towards international 
agreements which respect the 
interests of all and protect the 
integrity of the global environmental 
and developmental system, 

• Recognizing the integral and 
interdependent nature of the Earth, 
our home… 

• 27 Principles  

 



Agenda 21 
• 4 Section, 40 chapters: 

• Section I: Social and Economic Dimensions is directed toward combatting 
poverty, especially in developing countries, changing consumption 
patterns, promoting health, achieving a more sustainable population, and 
sustainable settlement in decision making. 

• Section II: Conservation and Management of Resources for 
Development Includes atmospheric protection, combating deforestation, 
protecting fragile environments, conservation of biological diversity 
(biodiversity), control of pollution and the management of biotechnology, 
and radioactive wastes. 

• Section III: Strengthening the Role of Major Groups includes the roles 
of children and youth, women, NGOs, local authorities, business and 
industry, and workers; and strengthening the role of indigenous peoples, 
their communities, and farmers. 

• Section IV: Means of implementation: implementation includes science, 
technology transfer, education, international institutions and financial 
mechanisms. 

 



Structure of Each Chapter in 
Agenda 21 

• Basis for Action 

• Objectives 

• Activities 

• Means of Implementation 



Some Extracts…..  
June 1992- UNCED   

RIO DECLARATION and AGENDA 21 –  

‘ these documents  stand as a comprehensive blueprint for action to be 

taken globally – from now into the 21st century – by Governments, United 

Nations organisations, development agencies, non-governmental 

organisations  and independent sector groups in every area in which human 

activity impacts on the environment ; . . . 

  

 ‘devise integrated strategies that would halt and reverse the negative 

impact of human behaviour on the physical environment and promote 

environmentally sustainable economic development in all countries. 

  

Underlying these agreements is the idea that humanity stands at a defining 

moment in history and has reached a turning point.  We can continue with 

present policies . . . .and cause the continuing deterioration of the 

ecosystem on which life on Earth depends.   Or we can change course . . . 

.to better manage and protect the ecosystem and bring about a more 

prosperous future for us all. . . . . . . ‘ 



10 years later ….. September   2002 - WSSD 

JOHANNESBURG DECLARATION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

‘ We, the representatives of the peoples of the world . . . . . reaffirm our 

commitment to sustainable development.  . . . . .  

  

‘We assume a collective responsibility to advance and strengthen the 

interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development - 

economic development, social development and environmental protection - 

at the local, national, regional and global levels. . . . .  

  

‘The global environment continues to suffer. Loss of biodiversity continues, 

fish stocks continue to be depleted, desertification claims more and more 

fertile land, the adverse effects of climate change are already evident, natural 

disasters are more frequent and more devastating, and developing countries 

more vulnerable, and air, water and marine pollution continue to rob millions 

of a decent life . . .  .  

  

‘we solemnly pledge to the peoples of the world and the generations that will 

surely inherit this Earth that we are determined to ensure that our collective 

hope for sustainable development is realized.’ 



20 years later……. June 2012- UNCSD Rio De Janerio 

THE FUTURE WE WANT –  

‘We, Heads of State and Government. . . renew our commitment to 

sustainable development and to ensuring the promotion of an economically, 

socially and environmentally sustainable future for our planet and for present 

and future generations,. . . . . .  
  

‘We acknowledge the need to further mainstream sustainable development 

at all levels, integrating economic, social and environmental aspects and 

recognizing their interlinkages so as to achieve sustainable development in 

all its dimensions . . . . 
  

‘We reaffirm our commitment to fully implement all the principles of the Rio 

Declaration and Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation . . . . . 
  

We recognize that the 20 years since the UNCED in 1992 have seen uneven 

progress in sustainable development and poverty eradication . . .  
 

‘We are determined to reinvigorate political will and to raise the level of 

commitment by the international community to move the sustainable 

development agenda forward . . . . We therefore resolve to take concrete 

measures that accelerate implementation of sustainable development 

commitments.  



Wake up Call 
 Some Immediate Challenges to 

Sustainable Development 
• Ecological overshoot already at 50% 

• Climate Change - GHG emissions 2012 a record high 

• Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Report continues 
to deteriorate 

• Global wealth inequalities both nations and 
individuals on the rise 

• Public debt and financial crises 

• Cost of militarism 



Super Wake up call 
Sustainable Living in Malaysia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living within the Ecological Limits of One Planet 



Making a sustainable shift:  
A low carbon economy and SLiM 

 
What we need? 

• Knowledge and Understanding 

• Strategic Policy, Planning and Implementation  

• Strong Organisation 

• Imagination and Persuasion  

• Commitment and Integrity 

• PASSION, COURAGE and HOPE 

 



The Future We Want? 

Super Typhoon Haiyan, October 2013 



The Future We Want? 

Super Typhoon Haiyan, October 2013 



The Future We Want? 

Floods in Malaysia, December 2013 



The Future We Want? 



The Future We Want? 

 


