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PRESS RELEASE 
January 11, 2014 

 

Overwhelming Response to  

Sustainable Living in Malaysia (SLiM) Seminar in Petaling Jaya 

 
More than 120 individuals representing a wide range of stakeholders are attending 

the Sustainable Living in Malaysia or SLiM Seminar Petaling Jaya 2014. It is to be 

opened by Selangor State Government Executive Council Committee Chairman for 

Local Government, Research and Development Dato’ Teng Chang Kim. 

 

Emphasising the vital importance of sustainable living, the Seminar provides various 

examples of initiatives taken by the Selangor government, Petaling Jaya City Council 

(MBPJ), communities and individuals to protect the environment, reduce costs and 

improve our quality of life.   

 

Environmental Protection Society Malaysia (EPSM) President and SLiM Seminar PJ 

Organising Chairman, Nithi Nesadurai, said: “The response to the Seminar reflects 

the keen interest of stakeholders in the Klang Valley and beyond in wanting to 

reduce the impacts of their lifestyles on the environment. This becomes even more 

relevant in the wake of the price hikes imposed for electricity and petrol recently.” 

 

“Participants are from government agencies, private sector, businesses, civil society 

organisations, professional organisations, universities, research institutes and the 

youth,” he added. 

 

Co-organised with MBPJ, the Seminar is funded by the Global Environment Facility 

Small Grants Programme office in Malaysia. 

 

The Seminar emphasises the concept of ecological footprint – a tool for measuring 

sustainable development by calculating the amount of nature we have, against the 

amount of nature we use, and the waste we generate. 
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“Ecological footprint analysis (EFA) reveals that earth’s biocapacity is 1.8 global 

hectares (gha) per person. As humanity’s footprint is estimated at 2.7 gha per 

person, we are effectively consuming the resources of 1 ½ planets. Known as 

ecological overshoot, this situation has severe consequences for the planet as well 

as future generations,” Nithi said. 

 

“At 4.9 gha, Malaysia’s footprint is almost three times the level of ecologically 

sustainable living according to EFA and warrants immediate action as well as policy 

intervention at federal, state and local government levels,” Nithi added. 

 

Seminar participants will also be presented with data on a survey currently being 

conducted by EPSM to measure the ecological footprint of urban Malaysian 

households. Information on more than 450 households has already been collected 

so far. 

 

“This is EPSM’s initiative to collect hard data on the ecological footprint of urban 

Malaysian households to build a scientific case for introducing new policies to place 

the country well on the pathway towards greater sustainability,” Nithi said. “Initial 

analysis provides an indication that the average ecological footprint of urban 

Malaysian households surveyed is easily above 5.5gha,” Nithi added. 

 

The SLiM Seminar series is part of EPSM’s campaign to urge all stakeholders to act 

and to reduce their ecological footprints in the interest of the planet’s health, and the 

well being of current and future generations. “This SLiM Seminar in Petaling Jaya 

today follows a similar seminar held on November 26, 2013 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah. 

It will be followed a seminar in Johor Bahru by March 2014,” Nithi said. 

 

The seminar also commemorated the 40th anniversary of EPSM’s founding with a 

message by EPSM’s founding President and Advisor, Ir Gurmit Singh and a cake 

cutting ceremony. 

_______________________ 

 

For additional information, contact EPSM President Nithi Nesadurai  

by phone at 017-3079313 or by email at nithiya@pc.jaring.my  


